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- Establishing a new inter-disciplinary Master program in Global Refugee Studies?
























Aalborg University launched a Master program on ‘Development and International Relations’ in 1996. This program has acquired quite some success among students both from Denmark and international students coming to Aalborg. Having built up academic knowledge on development research themes, the idea of starting a new program on refugee studies appeared among the colleagues of the program. 

One of the reasons why it seems timely to start a new Master program in Global Refugee Studies now is that there is a political interest among the parties of the liberal-conservative government in Denmark of introducing new laws and restrictive measures with the overall aim of limiting migration to Denmark. This is partly done by enforcing a strict asylum regime and in general enforcing new regulations on migrants attempting to enter or already living in Denmark, and partly by initiatives in the conflict prone areas of the world where civil war, natural disasters etc. are forcing migrants, internally displaced people and refugees to move beyond their place of origin. Some years ago the then minister for development aid initiated the “The Neighboring Region Initiative”.​[3]​ The idea is that development aid should be directed to the countries and regions that ‘generate’ migrants and refugees in order to create new circumstances to ensure that refugees and forced migrants remain in the close neighbourhood either in the countries of origin or the immediate ne surrounding countries.

There is a serious lack of knowledge about the impact of this and many other initiatives on the actual situation of global, regional and local refugees. The Danish debate regarding refugees has changed radically in the past few years. From an almost exclusive focus on assimilation and integration it has now turned into both a security and foreign policy issue and is regarded as a development problem. It is interesting to note that the new policy consensus which has emerged denotes more emphasis on exploring possibilities of “helping refugees in their close environment”. As defined above it is a term used to describe the fact that the majority of the world´s forced migrants are defined either as being internally displaced or with “external” refugee status - their location is either in the domestic context or in neighbouring countries. As such the majority of the world´s refugees and displaced people are found in the developing countries of Africa, Asia and in Latin America.

In this context Danish development aid and the Peace and Stability initiative have become new instruments for supporting civilian conflict prevention and peace building activities, in addition to crisis management with humanitarian assistance and military involvement. 

Under these conditions it appears probable that more Danish bilateral development aid and other types of state and EU expenditures will be devoted to a combination of security related and humanitarian issues like conflict prevention and new ways to help resolve the emerging crisis of forced migration. These issues ought to be viewed in a developmental perspective as they involve a variety of complexities related to international and national law, moral issues, public opinion, and nation-building. These complexities demand an interdisciplinary and multi-facetted research and knowledge capacity which apparently does not exist in Denmark at the moment. There is a need for new perspectives as regards migratory movements and forced displacement within third world countries and between those and the countries of the developed world and coherent research organization in order to create synergies and collaboration between different types of approaches and knowledge.
 
On this background it seems timely to present the ideas behind the new master program, which is going to b launched in September 2009. The paper will present an attempt to explore the theoretical and methodological reflections between various paradigmatic the nexus of forced migration and development studies. Forced migration will here centre around refugees and internally displaced people and the tolls hitherto used to analyse these in a development perspective.

Key Concepts
In studying people driven away from their homes by war, ethnic strife, natural disasters etc., one must distinguish between refugees and internally displaced people. One important reason for this is that international conventions have been signed regarding refugees, whereas internally displaced people are not covered by any international agreement. This has had serious consequences for the people concerned: For example in Sudan, where more than 2,5 million people are internally displaced (UNHCR 2007) and about 250.000 Sudanese people have died from hunger in refugee camps, partly because there were no agreements or conventions for the international community to interfere with the internal situation of Sudan. 

A clarification of the two concepts follows below.

Refugees:
By crossing a border forcibly displaced people turn into refugees. They are then assured protection within the international refugee regime, which is a complex network of institutions, laws and agreements set up after the Second World War. Refugees can seek asylum in the receiving country and be granted rights according to international laws. These laws, and the protection provided by the United Nation’s High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), protects persons outside their country of origin (Cohen 1999:1; UNHCR 2002).

Internally Displaced People: 
More than 25 million people in the world today are displaced from their homes because of civil wars, violations of human rights or natural disasters (Korn 1999). In Africa the uprooted populations who are forcibly displaced internally outnumber refugees two to one (Cohen 1999:1). Because they remain in their home countries, they are termed “internally displaced people”. Had they crossed a border they could claim protection and assistance from the UNHCR. But internally displaced people do not have the rights of the refugee and they are therefore often victims of hunger, disease and lack of shelter (Korn 1999).

Displacement
“Conventionally displacement is represented as a temporary phenomenon” (Van Hear 2002:8). This statement poses interesting challenges to the analysis of refugees and internally displaced people. Practice shows that refugees and internally displaced people often do not “return” to the place they fled from, or they might return but later migrate again to the place of asylum: “Such life strategies imply that return and non-return may not be mutually exclusive options – a possibility that the governments and international agencies and organisations that formulate and implement refugee policy generally have not considered” (Lubkemann 2003:1).

The research regarding refugees often takes a rights-based perspective in dealing with the problems the refugees face when crossing borders and seeking asylum (Cohen 1999). The research on internally displaced people has not yet been developed thoroughly (Cohen & Deng 1999; Korn 1999). The theories and concepts developed Cohen and Deng take the macro level as point of departure dealing with international relations and state policies towards internally displaced people. A ‘bottom-up’ analysis could focus on world views, livelihood and life strategies among the internally displaced people and using the methodology of narratives to extract knowledge from the individuals coping with displacement, in order to take a more participatory point of departure in the analysis (Nelson & Wright 1997). Narratives are used to open up for the possibility of gaining knowledge of hidden perspectives within the research field of the internally displaced. More recent developments in narrative research have pointed to the fact that no-one tells their stories in a vacuum. People express themselves in accordance with models of intelligibility specific to the culture they are socialized into and/or live in (Nyberg Soerensen 1997:3).
 
A broader framework to analyse the societies where refugees and internally displaced people flee from is necessary i.e. in a national and international perspective, since “internal displacement is but a symptom of a far deeper problem within a society” (Cohen 1999:4). Therefore critical development theory is useful to analyse the backgrounds and reasons for the situation of internally displaced people and refugees. This will include a discussion of the notions of developmental and cultural/historical paradigms (Munck & O’Hearn 2001).

Rights based approach, livelihood & participation approach 
In addition to the rights based approach used by many (Cohen 1999; Cohen & Deng 1998) to study the internally displaced people and refugees other approaches like “livelihood” approach and “participation” approach are central. The participation approach draws on the line of thinking in a broader development theory perspective, especially empowerment theory. “The promotion of refugee livelihoods by humanitarian agencies is of little use unless refugees are empowered to develop their own livelihood strategies” (Black 2003:2). The participation and livelihood approaches are useful in order to be able to analyse the refugees’ and the internally displaced people’s situation from a more inductive method to let the people “speak for themselves”. “The livelihood approach focuses on the way which refugees’ needs are understood and measured – thus attention is turned to the capabilities, assets and entitlements of refugees, and how they can contribute to their own survival and development” (Black 2003:2)

This discussion leads us to the description of the proposed Master Program on Global Refugee Studies at Aalborg University. The program is unfolded in the following.

A two-Year Master Program in Global Refugee Studies
General Considerations:
The initiative to establish a Master Program in Global Refugee Studies is based on the one hand on the empirical recognition of the growing refugee problem in many areas in the world and on the other hand the lack of understanding of the phenomenon. This translates into an increasing shortage of qualified personnel who can fulfill the demand of the different organizations and institutions dealing with refugees at both the national and international levels.

Over the past 50 years, forced displacement has been a major obstacle to development and the fight against poverty. This pose serious challenges to states, international organizations and politics, since the fight against poverty and the wish for development are important issues in the world today at all levels.

UNHCR statistics reveal there are about 12 million refugees and 20-25 million internally displaced people in the world today. The difference between the two is according to the UNHCR:

”When a fleeing civilian crosses an international frontier, he or she becomes a refugee and as such is eligible to receive international protection and help. If a person in similar circumstances is displaced within his or her home country and becomes an internally displaced person then assistance and protection is much more problematic.” 

It can be stated unequivocally that the social sciences have paid limited attention to the causes and effects of population movements as a result of societal transformations and development as well as of conflicts and wars or environmental disasters. Recognizing that Development Studies and International Relations have not treated the refugee question in a systematic manner, DIR has decided to offer such a pioneer study program at Aalborg University. With few exceptions, the fact is that research and study programs on issues of refugee problems exist neither nationally, regionally or internationally makes this initiative on Global Refugee Studies a welcome addition to the world of academia.

The need for an academic approach and the developing of new insights to the refugee and IDP themes in the worlds’ fight against poverty and to achieve development makes it important to establish a Master Program in GRS. This will provide candidates who can see behind day to day problems and develop more long term solutions to the structural problems which lie behind the world’s refugee problems today.




Objectives of the Master Program:
The purpose of this program is to offer a two-year full-time international MA-study degree program in Global Refugee Studies. The programs will be taught in English so as to prepare graduates for international careers as well as to attract foreign students from the EU and abroad. The aim is to provide an interdisciplinary insight in the social science study of refugees in a development and international.

The curriculum will focus on generating knowledge about the refugee question, internally and externally displaced populations, migration, conflict, development and globalization. During the course of their studies, which will be based on lectures and project-writing, the students will be able to develop analytical and generalist capacities which should in an ideal manner enable them to confront the concrete realities.

The curriculum of the GRS has been developed by DIR, in collaboration with UNHCR and other national and international organizations. The GRS-program seeks to enable its graduates to achieve professional standards in the complex and varied nature of the causes and implications of refugee and displacement/migration issues in a local, national and global context.  This is done by developing the critical analytical and methodological capacities of students, who apply their understanding of refugees, displacement, migration to problem-causes and problem-solving strategies and policy-making in a developmental and international context. The Global Refugee Studies Master Programs focus on the processes leading to displacement and the policies at various socio-spatial levels that lead to forced migration.  Students are encouraged to seek conceptualizations and explanations in a variety of theories grounded in academic areas such as political economy, culture and socio-political approaches to the root problems of development which are both causes and effects of local, national, regional and global refugee issues.

Essence and Contents of the MA-Program:
Methodologically, the core and specialization courses of the GRS-program combine lectures with individual and team work designed to develop the abilities of students to practically apply interdisciplinary social science theory (including the perspectives of anthropology, jurisprudence, politics, development and international relations) to the refugee and migration context. Particular emphasis is placed on strengthening students' ability to formulate and defend positions and arguments. Courses in Qualitative Research Methods and in Research Methodology provide systematic support for helping students to design interesting, viable and clearly argued project and thesis research proposals. 

Students are consequently expected to acquire fundamental and systematical knowledge of various theoretical approaches to the study of refugees, displacement and forced migrations in a development and international relations perspective, ability to analyze aspects of economic, cultural, political and societal developments from an interdisciplinary perspective, and benefit from the experience of working in an inter-cultural environment derived both from participation in the international degree program at Aalborg University and from an internship abroad.

The Master Program on Refugee Studies focuses on the following themes:

	Human rights, international organizations/relations and refugee jurisprudence
	Diasporas and transnational communities/identities
	Displacement: Causes and effects, IPE, “global governance”
	Globalization, ethnicity and processes of social transformation
	Forced migration and internal population displacement
	Problems with rehabilitation
	Mal-development/Underdevelopment as a cause and consequence of displacement. The roots of poverty, inequalities, strategies, case studies
	The role of International Government Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations at both the international and local levels and their work with refugees
	Gender, women and children – Criminality and trafficking in human beings
	Culture and identity and religion.

The first semester is based on courses and project work related to acquiring basic knowledge on Political Culture, International Organizations, International Relations and Development. The second semester concentrates on courses on Human Rights, refugees, forced migration and displacement, trafficking and cultural issues. The third semester is designed either as a study-abroad period at a foreign university or an internship in an institution or organization having an international relations or development dimension related to refugee problems. The fourth semester is devoted to the writing of a Master thesis as designed in collaboration between the student and the supervisor.

Curriculum of the Two-Year Study-Program:	
The curriculum for the first semester is centered around the following mandatory courses: 1) Culture, Identity and Politics; 2) International Organizations and Law in Historical Perspective; 3) Theories of International Relations and Development. Optional courses are offered according to the specific needs of the students; 4) Scandinavian Studies; 5) Introduction to PBL; 6) Language Training.
The curriculum for the second semester is divided into themes: 1) Human Rights and international Human rights organizations; 2) The politics of displacement and 3) Trafficking and cultural issues.
Specialization courses are offered in international law, case-studies in development and conflict issues, diasporas, integration and cultural issues. 

Upon successful completion, the student will be awarded a Master degree in Social Science in Global Refugee Studies.

Course structure, Master Program

Study activity			Evaluation
1st  semester: Theories related to International organizations, law and developmentCourses:1)Political Culture 2) International Organisations and Law 3)International Relations and Development15 ECTSProject work15 ECTS	Courses are evaluated by a 48 hour assignmentProject work is evaluated by an oral exam
2nd semester:Theories and case studies directly related to refugee- and displacement issuesCourses1) Human Rights and international Human rights organizations and the status of the refugee; 2) The politics of displacement (in current and historical perspective)3) Trafficking and cultural issues.15 ECTSProject work15 ECTS	Courses are evaluated by a 48 hour assignmentProject work is evaluated by an oral exam
3rd semester Internship semester:Either a study period at a foreign university or an internship in an institution or organization having an international relations or development dimension related to refugee problems.30 ECTS	Project with oral exam





The teaching at Aalborg University is based on research and is organized at two levels which are both related to the framework of the specific semesters: 
1) Lectures, seminars and courses 
2) Group-oriented and problem-centered studies.

The pedagogical model at AAU is based on problem-centered studies organized around written projects with the students working in groups of 3 to 5 members belonging to a specific study program. As the starting point of a project, the group, in cooperation with a supervisor, formulates a problem/topic of a theoretical or practical nature within a given framework. Under tutorial supervision, the students then collect, collate and analyze data and discuss possible solutions. The end product is a well-designed project-report written by the group members.

Project work generally accounts for 50% of the study time while the other 50% is devoted to lectures, seminars and workshops. The main courses are related to the themes of the semesters while others serve as a direct input to support the project work. 

At the end of each semester, the project report is evaluated orally by the supervisor of the group together with an external or internal examiner. The project presented is a comprehensive report of XX pages depending on the number of group members. 

Recruitment and admission requirements:
Applicants to the GRS should have successfully completed a bachelor's degree in a relevant field of the social sciences. Some prior documented experience and/or knowledge in political science, sociology and economics is required. Specific documentation of the individual candidate’s knowledge and qualifications can be required for admittance of prospective students if they possess a background in Humanities or the Technical Sciences as it is possible to be enrolled due to other qualifications. The assessment of the applicants’ qualifications will be done on an individual basis. The applicant must include documentation of academic qualifications and certified documentation of passed examinations at university level. Examination certificates and documentation must be in English (or accompanied by a certified copy in English) and verified by the issuing university with stamp and signature. 

Moreover, all applicants from non-English speaking countries must have passed an approved Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL test) with a paper-based score of at least 550 or a computer-based score of at least 213. In case the applicant has an IELTS test (International English Language Testing System) the score must be of at least 6.5 to be admitted. The test result must either be the original document or a verified copy by the issuing university with stamp and signature + two referees with names, address, phone, fax and email.

Foreign applicants from institutions without a co-operation agreement with Aalborg University must state how the stay at Aalborg University will be financed.

Danish students are from the different faculties at AAU i.e., Social Sciences, Geography Tech. Sc., and Communication and International Studies at Hum., and other universities in Denmark – in particular Geography, Sociology, Anthropology, Languages, African and Asian studies at Copenhagen University, Middle East Studies SU, Journalism and development studies at RUC, and Anthropology and other relevant social science disciplines at Aarhus University. The recruitment to the Open University-program will be targeted at Professional Bachelors (Nurses, teachers, journalists and staffs of municipal and county offices), and NGO´s like the Danish Refugee Council, Danish Red Cross, Medicins-Sans-Frontières, Folkekirkens Nødhjælp and Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke.

Foreign students will be recruited through cooperation agreements with non-EU universities (Canada, US, South Africa, Uganda, India, China, Thailand and Vietnam) or Erasmus agreements with European universities.

In a longer term perspective it would be fruitful to establish short-term courses for Danish and foreign professionals seeking relevant academic input (in order to enhance their capabilities) in this field.

Career opportunities:
It is expected that the Master degree in Global Refugee Studies will be an asset for students aiming at careers in diplomacy, the civil service, academic teaching and research, non-governmental organizations or businesses, international institutions, and doctoral studies in development and international relations.

A tentative conclusion
The paper has given the background of the establishment of a new two-year Master program in Global Refugee Studies. Forced migration, internal displacement and especially refugees in a global, regional and local perspective are problems that have received relatively little attention in research and policy in Denmark.
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^1	 Paper for the Workshop: “Transgressing boundaries in forced migration studies: theoretical and methodological perspectives”.  Annual Conference for the Norwegian Association for Development Research, Trondheim November 27-28, 2008.
^2	 Assistant Professor and Associate Professor.  Global  Development Studies, Aalborg University, Fibigerstraede 2, 9220 Aalborg East, Denmark. Tel. +45 99409940, Fax. +45 98153298 Emails: van@ihis.aau.dk and  jds@ihis.aau.dkWebsite. www.ihis.aau.dk/gds
^3	 In Danish ”Naeromraadeinitiativet” is an outcome of the growing focus in Denmark on refugees and migrants which  has given rise to a number of new initiatives; and it has opened up new forms of cooperation under the auspices of the EU. “The Neighboring Region Initiative” is a political effort that, among other goals, is directed toward “mixed migration flows.” Concretely these are efforts targeting Asia, Africa and the Middle East. Such efforts are aimed at improving social and economic conditions in the areas from which “migration” takes place, as well as building up the capacity of refugee and migration authorities in countries where forced and illegal migration/smuggling is particularly pronounced. These efforts contribute to prevent trafficking in human beings by offering alternatives to refugees and the permanent population in refugee areas.
